Essay 3 
Final Version due on Friday, April 20
75 points 

Topic:  Games are amusing because of the uncertainties associated with them and the hope of winning, even with the slimmest of odds.  These uncertainties include the variety of ways a game can play out and the unknown outcome.  Over the semester we have discussed three mechanisms that account for these uncertainties; the large number of combinations of moves, the information each player has, and the element of chance.  Furthermore, we have discovered how, and to what extent, mathematics can be used to control these uncertainties.

Write a 4 or 5-page paper explaining how each of these three mechanisms applies to a popular game of your choice.    You will need to get approval from me on the game you choose.  Each student will be writing on a different game and I will approve topics on a ‘first come, first serve’ basis.    

Presentations of these papers will be given the last two days of class (April 18, 20, 23) and during our final exam time (9am – 11am, April 26).

Your paper should also include: 
1. the historical background of the game
2. a short explanation of the rules and the objective of the game 
3. an explanation of how each mechanism affects the game and to what extent
4. the mathematics and strategies used to maximize the chance of winning

The paper should be typewritten, double-spaced (about 250 words per page), using Times New Roman or Arial 12pt font.   These pages do not include the bibliography, pictures or graphs.  You are required to use two sources, other than the internet, and include your sources at the end of the paper in a bibliography. 

Your audience is your fellow class members.

Due Dates:
1. Friday, March 30 – Topic
2. Wednesday,  April 4 – Bibliography and outline with sources included for each item-(include thesis statement)
3. Monday, April 9 - First version (peer reviews)  
4. Friday, April 13  - Second version (review with me)
5. Friday, April 20 - Final version due  

Grading:     
 0 - 12 pts. -   Complete: correct topic, no unanswered questions
 0 - 12 pts. -   Concise: concise, organized, and not repetitive
 0 - 12 pts. -   Precise:  accurate, not ambiguous                       
 0 -   9 pts. -   Drafts and Revision:  quality 1st and 2nd drafts, attention to peer reviews and my comments
 0 –  7 pts. -   Outline:  detailed, complete
 0 –  6 pts.-    Writing Principles:  introduction, thesis, topic sentences, conclusion
 0 -   6 pts. -   Grammar: spelling, punctuation, sentences 
 0 –  6 pts. -   Language and Technical Terms:  syntax, wording, voice, proper use of vocabulary
 0 –  5 pts. -   Overall (not a total)

Furthermore, points will be deducted for missing deadlines, forgetting the title, wrong length, insufficient sources, no bibliography, etc.
