Discussion Planning Handout

Use the following prompts to plan a discussion about a particular topic in a particular setting (course, class, discussion section, etc.).   To start, make a list of two or three goals for the discussion: 

Goal 1: __________________________________________________________

Goal 2: __________________________________________________________

Goal 3: __________________________________________________________    

· What do you see as your role(s) in the conversation? 

· What opening question will you ask to start the discussion? 

· What follow-up questions might you have in your mind? 

· What non-verbal messages will you watch for among group members? How will you respond?

· How will you help guide the conversation to be . . . 

· Interesting?

· Productive?

· How will you know if you’ve had a “successful” discussion? 
· How will you bring the discussion to a close? 
